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JOIN NOW & SAVE!
Sheppard Mullin Kicks Off 2025 EAJ Campaign

BY MICHELLE ALDEN

Sheppard Mullin has generously con-
tributed $25,000 to the Equal Access to
Justice Campaign as this year’s kickoff
donor. The donation continues the firm’s
long history of supporting the important
work of the Dallas Volunteer Attorney
Program (DVAP).

“The number of people living in pov-
erty continues to grow in Dallas,” said
William B. Mateja, Dallas Bar Association
President and Sheppard Mullin partner.
“Over 800,000 people in Dallas County
already qualify for DVAP services. Our
help is needed more than ever.”

So far this year, Sheppard Mullin’s
Dallas office lawyers and paralegals have
already dedicated approximately 1,057
hours to more than 49 different pro bono
matters and clinics in and around the city.

“Pro bono is an indelible expression
of Sheppard Mullin’s core values as a
firm and as lawyers practicing within our
local and extended communities,” said
Sheppard Mullin Dallas office Managing
Partner Lindsay Ferguson. “All of us in
the Dallas office are proud to give back
to our community through DVAP. The
firm’s commitment to pro bono service is
a cornerstone of our culture, fostering a
positive work environment where attor-
neys feel valued and inspired. Whether
we practice in Texas or in any of our other
offices across the country, we're driven by
our firmwide commitment to help the
underserved achieve justice and equality.”

Sheppard Mullin attorneys have the
autonomy to choose pro bono projects
that resonate with them. This approach
empowers attorneys to pursue causes
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they are passionate about and that make
a meaningful impact. The Dallas office
offers opportunities across all practice
areas, focusing on immigration, adoption,
veterans work, disability rights and pro-
viding assistance to entrepreneurs from
underserved communities. Associates are
encouraged to bring on new pro bono cli-
ents and referral organizations into the
firm, taking on work that interests them.
“Engaging in pro bono work allows
associates to take on substantive roles in
cases early on in their careers. This pro-
vides them with hands-on experience in
various practice areas and allows them to
develop versatility in their legal exper-
tise, further honing important legal skills
and deepening their understanding of the
law,” said Kelly Vazhappilly, a leader on
the Dallas office’s pro bono committee.
Vazhappilly and Dallas partner Amanda
Cottrell recently successfully concluded
a pro bono matter which was referred to
the firm by DVAP. The client, an elderly
man, sought assistance through DVAP
for alleged trespass and nuisance issues
affecting his family’s land near Palestine,
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Texas. Firm lawyers first met the client
while staffing a DVAP clinic and offered
to take his case. Ultimately, his neighbor
and undivided co-tenant filed a partition
lawsuit. Sheppard Mullin conducted an
extensive review of the chain of title and
the interests of various family members to
facilitate a fair partition. Following a con-
tested bench trial with witness testimony
and evidence, the judge ruled in favor of
Sheppard Mullin’s client, allocating him
the desired portion of the land.

“Our pro bono initiatives not only
enhance associate professional develop-
ment but also encourage civic engagement
and a commitment to bettering our com-
munity. Engaging in pro bono work broad-
ens our understanding of the legal system
and the challenges others encounter when
they interact with it. This makes us better,
more empathetic lawyers,” said Jennifer
Klein Ayers, another active member of
the Dallas office’s pro bono committee.

Sheppard Mullin proudly collaborates
across practice groups and offices to ensure
that all clients receive the representation
they deserve. Dallas partner Phil Kim
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Tom Grieve, “Mr. Ranger,” played for the
Washington Senators and Texas Rangers from
1970 through 1977 including the Rangers inaugural
season in 1972 before joining the Texas front office
in 1980. He started off as a color commentator for
the TV broadcasts during that season and took over
as GM in ‘84, a job he served in until 1995 when he
went back to being a Rangers color commentator
- a job he kept until he retired in 2022.

Jim Sundberg is best known for his 35 years in
major league baseball, 16 of those years as a
player for the Texas Rangers, Kansas City Royals,
Chicago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers. He is a six-
time Gold Glove winner and three-time American
League All-Star catcher. After his playing career, Jim
transitioned into roles including award winning TV
broadcaster and Senior Executive Vice President for
the 2010 and 2011 A.L. Champions Texas Rangers.
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recently took the lead on the representa-
tion of a minor child who was the sole sur-
viving member of a family that was killed
during the tragic mass shooting event that
took place at a mall in Allen, Texas. The
work to support the child and his remain-
ing family covered issues relating to every-
thing from family law to trusts and estates,
media relations and government relations/
administrative matters. To date, the firm
has donated over 500 hours to the matter,
involving 37 attorneys across 10 offices
and seven practice groups.

By fostering an environment where
pro bono work is encouraged and cele-
brated, Sheppard Mullin creates a work-
place where attorneys are inspired to give
back, grow professionally and feel proud
of the difference they make. This unwav-
ering dedication to pro bono service
makes the firm one of the most admired
places to work in Dallas and beyond.

The commitment of Dallas attorneys
and the DBA to the Equal Access to Justice
Campaign is impressive. Since 1997, the
DBA and Legal Aid have joined forces to
raise money for the program, with Dallas
lawyers donating more than $20 million.

DVAP is a joint pro bono program of
the DBA and Legal Aid of NorthWest
Texas. The program is the only one of its
kind in Texas and brings together the vol-
unteer resources of a major metropolitan
bar association with the legal aid exper-
tise of the largest and oldest civil legal aid
program in North Texas. For more infor-
mation or to donate, visit www.dallasvol-
unteerattorneyprogram.org. HN

Michelle Alden is the Director of the Dallas Volunteer Attorney
Program. She can be reached at aldenm@lanwt.org.
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